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AMENDMENTS 1 TO THE CLAIMS? : 

| ■ 

This listing of the claims will replace all prior versions and listings of the claims in this 
application. 

s . . : 
Listing of the Glaima: 

1. (Currently Amended) A panel assembly comprising; 

a first panel havinjg a itk inne* sidewalt defining a first passageway, said first panel defining a 
slot whichj communicates said first passageway with an environment; 

a second panel haying a second inner sidewall defining a second passageway and said first 
passageway being in alignment with said second passageway, sflid first panel freifflS 
positioned elevationallv above said second panel : and 

a connection member for interconnecting said first panel to said second panel, said connection 
member being slidihgly disposed in said first passageway and slidingly disposed partially 
in said second .passageway, said connection member being diraensionally expandible to 
engage against siiid first sidewall and produce a pressure fit with said first sidewall; 

wherein' said conriection;member includes 

a first elongate member which defines ; a threaded opening therethrough; 

a second ejongirte member which defines an abutment area; and 

a first interconnection member for interconnecting said first elongate member to said 

second elongate member; said first interconnection member being operative to adjust a 

spatial orientation of said first elongate member relative to said second elongate member, 

said first interebjbiebtion member beirig a threaded bolt which is threadedly inserted 

through said thirdaded opening. 

2. (Cancelled) 

:' . : .: :' : \ [ 

3. (Currently Amended) A panel assembly comprising; 

: : 2 

!.!!*' • ■ 
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a first panel havirig a first inner sidewall defining a first passageway: said fi rst panel defining a 
slot which; comiriunicates said first passageway with an environment; 

a second panel having a second inner sidewall defining a second passageway and said first 
passageway being in alig nment y jt fr sqid second passageway* and 

a connection menjber, for interconnecting said first panel to said second panel, said connection 

member being Singly disposed in said firpt passageway 4fld flMinglV deposed partially 
in said second passageway, said connection member be ing dimensionallv exoandible to 
engage againa? 9$4 first sidewall and produce a pressure fit with said first sidewall: 

wherein sqid coptiectiofr memfrey fflcfaflPE 

a first eloqgftte^niMM which dgfiqe^ threaded opening tiieretttfowgh; 
a second elongate member which defines an abutment area: and 
a first intehxmneotjon member for intgrconnecting said fi rst elongate member to said 
second elongate member; paid first interconnection member being operative to adjust a 
spatial orien^op of said first elongate member relative to said second elongate member. 
said first interconnection moffl fre r feeing a threacjed bolt which is threadedlv inserted 
through said threaded opening Th e pan e l oss e mbly of oloinHrw herein said first 
passageway and Said second passageway sbape^sha£S_a common vertical axis. 

4. (Cancelled) 

5. (Previously presented) The panel assembly of Claim 1 , wherein said first 
interconnection member; is operative to adjust a lateral spacing of said first elongate member 
from said second elongate member, 

6. (Previously presented) The panel assembly of Claim 1, wherein Said first elongate 
member has a first longitudinal axis and said second elongate member has a second longitudinal 
axis wherein said first longitudinal axis i* oriented parallel to said second longitudinal axis. 
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7. (Originai) i&e panel assembly of claim 6, wherein said first interconnection member 
is operative to adjust a ^Miiig of said Tirk longitudinal axis relative to said second longitudinal 
axis. 

8. (Previously presented) The panel assembly of Claim 1 , wherein said first 
interconnection member is positioned physically accessible through said slot. 

9. (Currently amended) A r The panel assembly of Claim 3 wherein said first panel is 

noAitioned elevationallv above aaid second paneloomnrioingi 
a first panel having a fr s t inner sidewall d e fining a fir s t paosagoway, oaid first pan e l - d e fimn g-e 

s lot whioh | oomittunioatoo said firot passageway with an e nvironm e nt; 
a second pan e l haying a se cond inn e r oidewall d e fining a - s e oond passageway and oaid first 

passag e wciyb e fiig - in - aitgoment -w ith oaid oeoond passag e way, and 
aoonn e otkm monibor - fdHntoroonnooring - Qaidl first panel to oaid o e oond pan e l, said oonnootion 

| | ■ j ' 

member b e ing slidingiy di s pos e d in said first pa ss ag e wAy - and slidingly diopooed partially in said 
a eoond - pa es ag e way r^ afd obnnootion member being dim e nsionally e xpandibl e to ongago - again fft 
said - first - oid e w a ll - and pibduoo a proosuro fit with oaid first rid e woH j wh e rein said oonnootion 
m e mb e r includ e s j 

a first olortgoto rtlombor? 

a sooond olongtitp momb e r; 

a first intei^onnootion mombe^for intoroonneoting oaid first e longat e m e mb e Ho - s a id 
s e oond - e longat e - tn e mb e ri - flQid - flrot intoroonn e otion m e mb e r b e ing oporativo to adjust a 
spat i a l- orientation of oaid first elongat e m e mb e r - relativ e to said s e cond -e longate m e mb e r, 

a sooond ihtortiftftneotion m e mb e r for int e rconn e cting said fir s t e longato member to oaid 
s e cond eldngot e ttt e mber , 

i * • ' y • ; 

'• I .. '. 

10. (Currently wjieftded) A-J&ejjftnel assembly of Claim 1 fa rther including oompriaine: 

I ";• : ■ • : 1 

4 

■ ! \ 

* 

... , . 

• " : 

: . 
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ft firm pan e l having q firpt iimtf oid e wall defining a first^a a& ag e way, said first panol defining a 
olot whioh r oommunioat e Q odd first paonag e way with an environm e nt; 

a s e cond pan e l haying a seoond inn e r s idewall; d e fining a s e cond passageway and ooid firot 
passag e way boiflg to alignm e nt with s aid s eoond pas s ageway, and 

a oonnootionHn e mbOTibr intoi«onnc» panel to said oooond pan e l, said conn e ction 

m e mb e r being oiidingly diopos e d4a s aid first passag e way and olidingly diopoood partiaHy 

i ■■ 

in said Boobndpassag e way, oaid oonn e btion memb e r being dim e noionally expandibl e- to 
engage agdinpt ooid finrt sidowall and produoo a pr e ssur e- fit with said first sidewa l l; 
wherein said oonmotion motnbor inoludop 

a first e lorigot e m e mber whioh d e fin es a thr e aded op e ning ther e through} 
a second e longat e m e mb e r whioh d e fin e s an abutm e nt ar e as 
a fir s t int e rconn e ction member for int e rconnecting poid - firet e longat e m e mb e r to said 
seoond e longat e m e mb e r; s a i d first int e rconn e cting m e mb e r b e ing operativ e to adjust a spatial 
oriontation of said first e longat e member relative to said s e oond e longate mombor \ and 

a second interconnection member forinterconriecting said first elongate member to said 
second elongate member, said second interconnection member being disposed to be physically 
accessible through said Slot in a first conditio^ and physically inaccessible through said slot in a 
second condition, i 

1 1 . (Curemly amended) The pan61 assembly of Claim 10, wherein said first 
interconnection member 5 is positioned elevationally above said second interconnection member. 

12. (Currently ;amended) The panel assembly of claim 9 wherein a length of said slot is 
dimensionally lar^er than a distance between said first interconnection member and said second 
interconnection member; • 

. i i 

13. (Cancejled) j 

14. (Curreptlv Attended) A panel assembly comprising; 

• : . •> ; s 
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a first pmd iwviffiK a fern toner aflsggll ^fining a fim pagsage,wa, Yi said first panel defining ft 

dint which; r^mSmfcates said first passageway with an environment: 
a second panel having a jsecond inner fljdewall defining a second passageway and said first 

passageway being in alignment with gajd. second passageway: and 
a connection member, for interconnecting said first panel to said second panel, said connection 
member being slidingly disposed |n said first passageway and alidingly disposed partially 
in said second passa ge w ay, s aid connepUop member bein g di mensionally ex pandjble to 
engage agijnstawd fiat sjdewflll «ffld produce a pressure fit wjfo said first sidewall; 
wherein said connecribttmember includes 

a first elongate Member which defines a threaded opening therethrough: 

a second elongate member which defines an abutment area: and 

a first interconnection member for interconnecting said first elongate member to said 

second elongate ;foember; said first interconnection member being operative to adjust a 

spatial orientation of said first el Qflgat e member relative to said second elongate member. 

said first interconnection member being a threaded bolt which is threadedlv inserted 

through said threaded opening 

Th e pan e l - cma e mbly of Claim 1 w herein said threaded opening, said abutment and : 
said threaded boltjare disposed such that a rotation of said threaded bolt in a first direction causes 
an increase in a distance; separating said threaded opening and said abutment and together with a 
resulting increase iin a spatial distancing of said first elongate member from said second elongate 
member eventually resulting in a pressure fit of said first elongate member and saiisecond 
elongate members- member w ith said sidewall defining said first passageway. 

15. (Original) The panel assembly of claim 14 wherein a rotation of said threaded bolt in 
a second directioti causes a decrease in said diistance separating said threaded opening and said 
abutment area resulting in a release of said pressure fit. j 

1 6. (Original) the panel assembly of claim 1 5, wherein said spatial distancing of said 
first elongate member from said second elongate member is a lateral distance. 

6 
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i : . 

: I 

1 7. (Original) lite panel assembly of claim 1 , ftrther comprising a plurality of first 
panels and a plurality of second panels, each first panel being physically associated with a 
respective second panel, and each said first panel being positioned adjacent another said first 
panel. ' 

18. (Original) The panel assembly of claim 1 , ^herein each said first panel defines a first 
surface and a second surface, said first surfaces being oriented to face in a first direction and said 
second surfaces bting oriented to face in a second direction. 

i : 

19. (Original) The panel assembly of claim 1, wherein said first passageway is formed by 
a hollow elongate ; extrusion. . 

20. (Original) 3T^e panel assembly of claim 1 , wherein said slot in a primary said first 
panel is defined itt a first surface of said primary first panel and a respective said slot in a 
secondary first pafiel positioned adjacent said primary first panel is defined in said second surface 

of said secondary first panel, • • 

I.:;:'! ! 

: i . 

• •!!'• ■: 

21. (CancdHei$ j 

22. (Previously presented) The panel assembly of Claim 1 wherein said second panel 
defines a secondary slot therein which communicates said second passageway with said 
environment 

23. (Previously presented) The panel assembly of Claim 9 wherein said second panel 
defines a secondary slot therein which communicates said second passageway with said 
environment, said! second interconnection member being accessible through said secondary slot. 
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24. (New) . Theipianel assembly of Claim 1 further including a second connection member 
for interconnecting said first elongate member to said second elongate member. 
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